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Introduction 

During the course of the next few weeks, pupils will be making subject choices that they will go on to 

be examined in at the end of Year 11 and we hope that the information provided in this booklet will 

be helpful.  

The booklet contains a number of sections informing you about the nature of qualifications, the 

basis upon which choices should be made, brief details about each subject and a section on career 

guidance. The booklet is for both pupils and parents.  

Please read through the booklet and consider its contents carefully. After this period of reading, 

careful consideration and discussion between pupils, parents and staff, we should be able to arrive 

at the appropriate choice of subjects.  

The Parents’ Subject Consultation Evening on Thursday 4th March should be seen as providing an 

opportunity to talk to relevant subject teachers to discuss and confirm decisions.  

Option choices should be made on-line using Parent App and the deadline date for all decisions is 

Friday 12th March 2021.  We ask for students to make four main choices in order of preference plus a 

reserve, in case we are unable to offer one of the main choices. 
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Year 9 Curriculum offer 

Core (compulsory) subjects 

In Year 9 all students study English, Mathematics, Combined Science (for those not choosing Triple 

Science) and PE.  In addition, as part of a carousel, students will study the three humanities subjects 

of history, geography and religious studies and a modern foreign language, design technology and 

computer science. In Years 10 and 11 students continue to study English, Mathematics, Combined 

Science (again for those not choosing Triple Science) and PE however, GCSE examinations will only 

be taken in English, Mathematics and Combined Science. 

English – All students continue to study both English Language and English Literature and is taught in 

sets. There is a non-examined assessment (NEA) at the end of Year 10 in speaking and listening that 

all students must complete, however this does not influence the students’ final grade.  All students 

are entered for both English Language and Literature GCSEs. 

Mathematics – Students continue to be taught in their sets to build their skills and knowledge in 

Mathematics.  In addition to GCSE Mathematics, all students will also take the GCSE Statistics 

examination at the end of Year 11. 

Combined Science – Pupils in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in sets. It is important to note that the 

core subject of Combined Science equates to two GCSEs.  There are no non-examined assessments, 

but practical skills developed during the course are assessed in the final examinations. Some pupils, 

who have an appropriate level of scientific ability, may have the option to study the three separate 

sciences – Biology, Chemistry and Physics instead of the Combine Science course. This would mean 

that they choose Triple Sciences as one of their four preferences and core science time would be 

used to support the study of the three sciences. 

PE – As in previous years, students will continue to enjoy a variety of sports and opportunities to 

develop their abilities alongside their leadership and team work skills.  Regular physical activity also 

supports the school’s intention to promote physical and mental health and well-being. 

Year 9 Carousel 1 – humanities 

Students will follow a course which consists of all three humanities subjects, history, geography and 

religious studies.  This will cover a range of topics that do not feature in either GCSE history or 

geography, giving those students who have not chosen either of these, the opportunity to extend 

their knowledge and enquiry in these areas. 

Year 9 Carousel 2 – MFL, DT and Computer Science 

Students will have the opportunity to study a short one term course in each subject.  In MFL, 

students will complete a communicative, topic based programme to build their knowledge and 

experience of a new language.  In DT, all students will be able to undertake a practical, making task, 

giving students the opportunity to design and build a product of their choice.  In computer science, 

students will continue to build the knowledge and skills that are an essential part of everyday 

modern life.  

Optional subjects 

In addition to the core subjects, students will undertake FOUR optional subjects from the following 

list: Art, Computer Science, Constructing the built environment (BTec), Dance, Design and 
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Technology, Food preparation & nutrition, Geography, German, History, iMedia (BTec), Music (BTec), 

Photography, Physical Education and Travel and tourism (BTec).   

 

Thinking about making choices – questions for students to consider 

When making your choices, try to consider the following: 

What subjects do you like?  

It is very important to study the subjects that you enjoy. You will find it easier to maintain interest 

and effort if you actually enjoy the learning.  Think about what attracts you to a subject – the 

approach, content, practical work, experiments and projects – but do not choose a subject just 

because you like the teacher.  

What are you good at?  

This must influence your choice because it will help you to achieve the highest grades possible which 

are necessary for the future.  

What have you been recommended to do?  

You will be given lots of information and advice so it might be helpful to talk things through both at 

home and in school.  Remember that there are no easy GCSE courses and ultimately it is your choice. 

You must follow these courses for the next three years, so making the right decision is important. 

 What do you need? How far ahead have you looked? Is your choice flexible?  

Discuss these points at home and with your teachers or with our Careers’ Adviser, Jemma Barrett.   It 

is also important to seek a balance of subjects to give you the opportunity to use and develop as 

wide a range of skills and subjects as possible. This will also enable you to keep your options open 

beyond GCSE. Remember that your choice may limit future options at post-16 such as in A Level 

courses and beyond. Some subjects are seen as more important than others. In particular, choosing 

a language, Computer Science and Geography and/or History can be advantageous for some 

students.   

Why you should NOT choose a subject  

Do not allow yourself to be influenced by:  

a. whether you like, or dislike, your present teacher in a particular subject  

b. what your friends are deciding, since their interests and plans for the future may be quite 

different. 

c.  whether you think a subject will be easy to do – there are no easy subjects. 
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General Information – information for students and their parents. 

GCSE examinations and NEAs  

In general terms, the GCSE and non-GCSE specifications place emphasis on understanding, skills and 

the application of knowledge. However, the recall, selection and communication of knowledge 

(facts) still accounts for a considerable proportion of marks.  In most subjects, this is assessed by a 

terminal examination at the end of Year 11 however in some others, skills cannot be assessed 

adequately by just a final examination.  In these areas there is provision for internal assessment by 

NEA (Non-Exam Assessment, formerly Controlled Assessment or Coursework).  NEAs are submitted 

at the end of the course and moderated marks for these assessments are not available until after all 

examinations have been completed and the results issued.  Further details regarding each subject’s 

examinations can be found in the subject content pages. 

Expectations of students 

Our experience in preparing candidates for GCSE indicates that a positive attitude to work is 

essential throughout the course and candidates are expected to be much more efficient in the 

organisation of their work at every stage. In particular, where projects or pieces of work for 

assessment are required for certain deadline dates, students must be punctual. If candidates 

overrun deadlines they will interfere with work in other subjects and their final result in more than 

one subject will be the poorer in consequence.  

GCSE grades are crucial to a student’s future hence we want to ensure they achieve their potential in 

this respect. Students have, by now, been at Frederick Gent School long enough to appreciate the 

significance of homework and other work outside the classroom. As a student progresses up the 

school, so does the expectation and capacity for this work increase. A GCSE student should expect to 

be spending in the region of up to two hours per evening on homework and this may approach three 

hours in Year 11. Students may have written, reading and research assignments, some with 

deadlines during the same week and other work that has to be planned over a longer period of time. 

Increasingly you will recognise that the extent of homework is open-ended and you will decide what 

is a feasible maximum – as opposed to a minimum. 

Compulsory options  

• All students must have chosen ONE option from the following list:  Computer Science, Geography, 

German, History or Triple Science. 

Considerations for other options 

• A balance of choices from the arts, technologies and humanities, may be beneficial, as may be 

consideration of a balance of the more/less practical options. 

• There will inevitably be some limitations imposed by the timetable and there may be competition 

for places in some optional subjects. In this case, aptitude and endeavour will be used as criteria for 

selection. Pupils and parents will be involved in the decision making process and every effort is made 

to match subjects with preferences.  Students will be asked to make a reserve preference choice in 

addition to their first four choices in the event that some preferences are not available. 

• Some subjects may incur costs in respect of resources for controlled assessments, necessary 

curriculum trips or fieldwork, e.g. food preparation and nutrition, design & technology, geography, 

art etc. 
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Summary table of options available 

SUBJECT QUALIFICATION EXAM 
BOARD 

CODE TIERING NEA 
 

PAGE 

ART** GCSE AQA 8201 NO YES 9 

COMPUTER SCIENCE*** GCSE AQA 8520 NO NO 10 

CONSTRUCTION** LEVEL 1/2 PEARSON 600/6817/6 NO YES 11 

DANCE GCSE AQA 8236 NO YES 12-13 

DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY** 

GCSE EDEXCEL/
PEARSON 

1DT0 NO YES 14 

FOOD GCSE AQA 8585 NO YES 15 

GEOGRAPHY GCSE AQA 8035 NO NO 16 

GERMAN GCSE AQA 8668 YES NO 17 

HISTORY GCSE PEARSON 1HI0 NO NO 18 

iMEDIA*** VOCATIONAL OCR J817 NO YES 19 

MUSIC BTEC EDEXCEL FYA80 NO YES 20 

PHOTOGRAPHY** GCSE AQA 8206 NO YES 21-20 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION** 

GCSE OCR J587 NO YES 23-24 

SPORT SCIENCE** VOCATIONAL OCR J812 NO YES 25 

TRAVEL AND TOURISM BTEC PEARSON 603/3038/7 NO YES 26 

TRIPLE SCIENCES * GCSE AQA 8461/2/3 YES NO 27-28 

 

* Please note that due to the demands of the course, Triple Sciences (biology, chemistry and physics) 

will only be available as an option to those students currently in either science set 1 or set 2. 

** Due to the similarity of the subjects, students are unable to choose both art/ photography, design 

& technology/ construction or GCSE PE/ sport science.  Students may pick these as an option but the 

final decision regarding which subject will be studied will be taken by teachers, following a 

comprehensive review of each student’s strengths and abilities. 

***Students may choose either Computer Science or iMedia but not both. 
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How to Use SIMs Options Online 

Step 1 – Signing in 

Options Online will become available via Parent App, simply sign into Parent App and click on SIMS 

Options. 

 

This will redirect you to the SIMS Options sign in page, simply sign in with the online service you 

used to set up the Parent App account. 

  

Step 2 – Choosing Options 

The following screen will appear, please read the information before selecting students’ options. If 

you are using a mobile device the view will be slightly different. The boxes will appear underneath 

each other as you scroll down. 

 

Click on the name of the subject(s) you wish to choose, do not click on the reserve button yet.   

A selected subject will be highlighted in blue and appear in the list of options on the right hand side 

of the screen. 

 



8 
 

Step – 3 Choosing a Reserve Option 

Once all 4 options have been chosen, a reserve needs to be selected.  To do this, click on the 

“Reserve” button beside the subject that your child wants to pick.   

 

The reserve option will appear in orange and appear in the “My Reserves”. 

Step – 4 Saving your child’s Options 

It is vital you tick the Parent/Carer Approval box at the bottom of the screen, then press the save 

button at the top of the screen otherwise the options will be lost when you close the browser. 
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Art GCSE 
Exam Board AQA Course Code 8201 

 

Outline of course Y9 students undertake a project exploring the theme of Street Art. This 
allows students to understand how a project is structured in art and how 
they go on a journey from beginning to end. They have the opportunity 
to develop and refine their skills in drawing, painting, photography and 
collage underpinned by contextual studies of artists’ work. 
Students will undertake a 6-hour piece of controlled assessment, which 
imitates their final exam in year 11. 
 
Y10 builds on Year 9 and is the main year for putting together the 
students’ portfolio. Students undertake a project exploring the theme of 
Close-Up art. This allows students to develop and refine their skills in 
drawing, painting, collage, printing, photography and textiles, again, 
underpinned with contextual studies on existing artists work. 
Students will undertake an 8-hour piece of controlled assessment, which 
imitates their final exam in year 11. 
 
Y11 builds on Year 10 and completes the portfolio. Students undertake a 
project exploring the theme of ‘Organic Forms’, which develops the 
students’ ceramics skills. In January, students begin their exam 
preparation work for 12 weeks in the run up to their 10-hour exam. 
Themes are set by the exam board and the students have a choice of 7 
different themes. They will sit their final exam just after Easter. 
 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

The course is made up of 60% NEA (Portfolio) and 40% exam. Students 
start their NEA as soon as they start in Y9. All work done in Y9, Y10 and 
up until Christmas in Y11 is NEA. Students have to show within each 
project how they consistently develop and refine their work meeting the 
4 assessment objectives. 
 
The exam preparation begins in January in Y11. The exam is split into two 
parts, with preparation work and the final completed in a ten-hour 
exam. 
 
All work is internally assessed then externally moderated. 

 

Choose this subject if..  you are creative  with an abundance of artistic flair 

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

Architect 
Graphic Designer 
Fashion Designer 
Tattooist 
Photographer 
Web Designer 
Games Designer 
Illustrator 
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Computer Science GCSE 
Exam Board AQA Course Code 8525 

 

Outline of course Students undertake a program that consists of the theory of computers 
from seven different units.  
 

Unit 1 Algorithms 
Developing algorithms to solve problems with the use of flowcharts and 
pseudocode. Students’ maths skills are also tested in this unit through the 
use of trace tables. 
 

Unit 2 Programming 
Develop skills in using the python programming language to learn complex 
skills such as the use of functions, local variables and parameters. 
 

Unit 3 Fundamentals of Data Representation 
Understand how computers store different types of data such as images, 
sound and text. Students will also learn about compression techniques. 
 

Unit 4 Computer Systems 
Students will develop their knowledge of how the different components of 
a computer work, such as the CPU, memory and secondary storage. 
 

Unit 5 Fundamentals of Computer Networks 
Students learn about the different types of networks and how computers 
share data and communicate with each other. 
 

Unit 6 Fundamentals of Cyber Security 
Students will learn about threats to computer systems and how these can 
be prevented. 
 

Unit 7 Relational Databases and Structured Query Language 
Students will explore the concept of relational databases as well as learn 
basic SQL to create and retrieve data from a relational database. 
 

Unit 8 Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital 
technology on wider society, including issues of privacy 
Students will need to understand the latest issues around computer 
systems, such as data privacy, use of computer-based implants and artificial 
intelligence. 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

Two, 90 minute written exams taken at end of year 11. Each paper is out of 
80 marks and each is worth 50% of their final grade. 

 

Choose this subject if.. You like solving complex problems; you want to learn the theory of how 
computers work; want to develop programming skills. This course relies 
heavily on having strong maths ability, so this course would be ideal for 
those students in a higher maths set.  

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

Software Engineer 
Cyber Security Analyst 
Application analyst 
Applications develop 
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Construction BTEC 
Exam Board Pearson Course Code 600/6817/6 

 

Outline of course BTEC Construction will introduce you to the world of Construction, 
with a practical focus on Joinery. You will explore how the 
construction industry contributes to the environment we live in.  
You will discover the methods, techniques, and materials which are 
used to design and build the structures you live in. The course 
teaches you how to apply science and math to select, calculate and 
budget for real construction activities.  

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

Unit 1: Written Paper — Construction Technology  
(1 hour 15 min - 60 marks - 25%) 
This exam will assess your knowledge of materials and techniques used 
to build low rise structures, from the foundations (substructure) through 
to the walls and roof (Superstructure).  
Unit 3: Construction and Design (25% of the course) 
Assignment 1 -  How does the construction industry work (written 
research assessment) 
Assignment 2 -  Design a house for a client (Written assessment, sketch 
drawings, computer design software, 3D model building including 3D 
printing and card/wood models) 
Unit 2: Science and Maths (25% of the course) 
Assignment 1 -  The effects of force and temperature on construction 
materials (Experimentation) 
Assignment 2 - The use of maths to solve construction problems 
(calculating Budgets, material cost and qualities. (Student work booklet) 
Unit 5: Exploring Carpentry and Joinery (25% of the course) 
Assignment 1 -  Understanding the tools, materials and equipment used 
in Carpentry and Joinery (Written assignment and teacher observation of 
practical work) 
Assignment 2 -  Develop practical skills to safely produce a timber 
product (Practical Outcome) 

 

Choose this subject if.. You enjoy the practical joinery tasks, what to find out more about the 
world of construction and the build environment, and have an interest in 
house design using sketch work and CAD 

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

This is a vocational course which can lead directly to employment or 
further education either on BTEC level 3 Construction, City and Guild in 
Joinery, or a range of courses in architecture or construction. 
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GCSE DANCE 
Exam Board AQA Course Code 8236 

 

Outline of course Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to 
develop their creative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacity. GCSE 
Dance is an exciting and demanding course that requires a great deal of 
commitment and passion from students. 
The course is divided into three units: 
 
Performance – Performance of 3 dances for assessment. (2 solos, 1 trio) 
Choreography – You will learn how to create your own choreography 
Dance Appreciation - The study of the 6 anthology of professional works 
will develop their ability to critically appraise dance.  
 
You will do both practical and theoretical sessions over the two years. The 
main dance form taught is Contemporary. The course is 60% practical and 
40% theory.   

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

 Performance = 30% of GCSE 

 Set phrases through a solo performance (approximately one 

minute in duration) 

 Duet/trio performance (three and a half minutes in duration)  
40 marks (15 marks for set phrases and 25 marks for duet/trio 

performance) 
 

 Choreography = 30% of GCSE 

 Solo or group choreography – a solo (two to two and a half 

minutes) or a group dance for two to five dancers (three to three 
and a half minutes) = 40 marks 

 Dance Appreciation = 40% of GCSE 

 Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and 

performing skills. 
 Critical appreciation of own work 

 Critical appreciation of professional works 

 Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes  

 Question styles, include short and extended answers which 
require interpretive and evaluative skills. 

 

Choose this subject if.. - You MUST enjoy being ‘on stage’ and performing in front of 
others. You will be EXPECTED to perform throughout the course. 

- You have an interest in dance and the performance, 
choreography and design skills which are involved in dance.  

- You enjoy watching dance pieces and being critical about them.  
- As a choreographer you will use creative skills and problem 

solving. 
- You are committed to rehearsals and working with others.  
- You have good literacy skills and are able to write extended 

evaluative exam answers.  
- You have musical knowledge and understanding.  
- A desire to improve technical dance ability.  
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Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

 Dance helps improve Confidence to present yourself in front of 
others. The confidence to be seen and not hide.  

 Dance gives young people problem-solving skills 

 Dance gives students leadership skills.  

 Do you want to study A Level dance?  

 Do you want to study dance at university? 

 Do you want to be a dance teacher? 

 Do you want a career in the dance industry? 
GCSE Dance will help these and many other careers and future 
pathways.  
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Design and Technology GCSE 
Exam Board Edexcel / Pearson Course Code 1DT0 

 

Outline of course Students undertake a series of practical and theory tasks in order to 
prepare them for the written exam and their controlled assessment. 
The subject content is in three sections as follows:  
 
Years 9 and 10 will focus on developing practical skills using a wide range 
of media including: - 
Timber – Metal – Plastic – Electronics – Smart materials 
 
Students are expected to work independently using a wide range of tools 
and machines, including: - 

 Standard workshop hand and power tools 

 Laser cutter 

 3D Printing 
 
Students will develop a knowledge of design concepts including: - 

 Sustainability 

 Iterative design 

 New and emerging materials 

 Orthographic and isometric drawing 
 
Year 11 will focus on two outcomes: 

 Completion of a controlled assessment design and make task 

 Consolidation of knowledge in preparation for the summative 
exam. 

 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

One written exam which is two hours long and is worth 50% of the 
students’ final grade. The exam is in two sections: 
Section A – Core knowledge within Design Technology across a range of 
material 
Section B – Timber based questions 
 
Students will also complete a controlled assessment worth 50% of their 
final grade. This is an extended project where students’ research, design, 
make and evaluate a project suitable for a given scenario.  

 

Choose this subject if.. If you have a passion for designing products and enjoy modelling, 
refining and creating products you have researched and designed. 

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

Fashion Designer 
Engineering 
Product Designer 
CAD/CAM 
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Food and Nutrition GCSE 
Exam Board AQA Course Code 8585 

 

Outline of course Students study and number of topics; 
1. Food, nutrition and health 
2. Food science 
3. Food safety 
4. Food choice 
5. Food provenance. 
 
Twelve skill groups have been integrated throughout the course to show 
how the content can be taught through practical activities.  
Students must know how and when these food preparation skills can be 
applied and combined to achieve specific outcomes. 
 
In Y11 students have to complete an NEA which is split into two tasks. 
Task 1 is a practical investigation into the students' understanding of the 
working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of 
ingredients. Task 2 is a food preparation, assessing students' knowledge, 
skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, 
cooking, presentation of food and application of nutrition related to the 
chosen task. Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of 
three dishes within a single period of no more than three hours, planning 
in advance how this will be achieved. 
 
Students on average will be cooking around once every two weeks and 
will be expected to bring in their own ingredients. This is vital so 
students can develop their skills and knowledge in a practical way. 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

There is one written exam that is 1 hour and 45 minutes. This is worth 
50% of a student’s final grade.  
Task 1 of the NEA is worth 15% of the students’ final grade and task 2 is 
worth 35% of a student’s final grade. 

 

Choose this subject if.. You want to study a creative course that balances practical cooking and 
theory based learning in the classroom. 

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

Chef 
Food service manager 
Nutritional therapist 
Nutritionist 
Food technologist 
Health promotion specialist 
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Geography - GCSE 
Exam Board AQA Course Code 8035 

 

Outline of course Students study a range of case study examples from around the world, and 
investigate some of the world’s biggest issues, problems and opportunities.  
Some of the topics covered are: natural hazards (including earthquakes, 
typhoons and flooding); rivers and coasts; different environments; resource 
management; changing cities and economies.  Fieldwork is an essential 
element of the course, and involves two day trips; one to a major city in the 
UK and the other to the coast, both to collect data and complete 
investigations. 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes – 35% of qualification 
 
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes – 35% of qualification 
 
Paper 3:  Geographical applications 
Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes – 30% of qualification 
Pre-release resources are made available prior to this exam.  Here the 
students evaluate an issue and are tested on their geographical and field 
work skills and knowledge. 
 

 

Choose this subject if.. You are interested in how the world works geography is a study of the 
world around us, including investigating the major problems that the world 
faces and how to solve these problems.  If you are inquisitive and are keen 
on solving problems, and issues and making the world a better place, then 
this is an ideal subject for you. 
You should be prepared to develop a wide range of skills including analysing 
maps, photographs, charts, data etc. 
Please be aware that geography is a content rich subject, and students 
must be prepared to learn key geographical information and make it part of 
their own personal common knowledge. 

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

Employers love the mix of technical and social skills people get from 
studying geography, which they see as very transferable, i.e. useful for a 
whole range of jobs.  According to the Royal Geographical Society, 
geography graduates have some of the highest rates of graduate 
employment.   
Geography is great for any kind of career that involves the environment, 
planning, or collecting and interpreting data. Popular careers for people 
with geography qualifications include: town or transport planning; 
surveying; conservation; sustainability; waste and water management; 
environmental planning; tourism and weather forecasting. 
The army, police, government, research organisations, law and business 
world also see great value in the practical research skills that geographers 
develop.  
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German GCSE 
Exam Board AQA Course Code 8668 

 

Outline of course From your work in Y7 and Y8 you have already covered a lot of the vocab 
and grammar needed for GCSE. You will build on this knowledge during 
the GCSE course.  
You will study the following themes: Theme 1 - Identity and culture, 
Theme 2 - Local, national, international and global areas of interest, 
Theme 3 – Current and future study and employment. 

  

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

You will take 4 exams at the end of Year 11. Each exam is worth 25% of 
your final grade.  
 

 Listening – Understanding and responding to different types of 
spoken language. 

 

 Speaking – Communicating and interacting in a variety of different 
contexts. 

 

 Reading – Understanding and responding to different types of 
written language. 

 

 Writing – Communicating in writing for a variety of different 
purposes. 

  

Choose this subject if.. If you enjoy communicating with others; if you want to develop your 
ability to understand and use the language effectively; if you enjoy 
challenges and you know you are able to tackle the 4 very different skills 
of the exam; if you are prepared to work independently, learning and 
practising vocabulary and working on your pronunciation outside the 
lesson; if you enjoy applying grammar rules and constantly developing 
your own writing; if you want to learn more about the lifestyles and 
cultures of other countries. 

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

Language skills are in demand and can be useful for many jobs in national 
and global businesses. Employers are increasingly looking for those who 
can communicate effectively in any foreign language, not only for their 
linguistic abilities but also because language learners are recognised as 
having transferable skills, resilience and logic.  
Languages are an Ebacc subject and are highly valued by Universities. They 
can be studied on their own or in combination with other subjects. They 
can lead to careers in following fields: business, leisure and tourism, law, 
marketing, ICT, the armed forces, hospitality and management, science, 
education, engineering, journalism and media. 
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History - GCSE 
Exam Board Pearson Course Code 1HI0 

 

Outline of course Paper 1. Thematic study and historic environment  

 Medicine in Britain c1250-present  

 The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18: injuries, 
treatment and the trenches.   

 
Paper 2. Period study and British depth study  

 Anglo-Saxons and Norman England, c1060-88. 

 The American West, c 1835-c1895 
 
Paper 3. Modern depth study  

 Weimar and Nazi Germany. 1918-39. 
 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

This is a three year course that is assessed by three exams at the end of 
Year 11.  Paper 1 is 1 hour 15 mins in length and worth 30%.  Paper 2 is 1 
hour 45 mins in length and worth 40%.  Paper 3 is 1 hour 20 mins in 
length and worth 30 %. 
 

 

Choose this subject if.. You want to learn about death and destruction, but also hope and 
heroism.  Through learning about the past we can also learn about the 
future, we can learn lessons from past mistakes or successes and make 
informed choices about the future. 
 
In History you will sharpen your critical thinking abilities, which combine 
the following skills: analysis; research; essay writing; communication; 
problem solving; analytical and interpretation skills and ability to engage 
in an academic argument. 

 
You will investigate past politics, societies, cultures, health, art, 
education, money, conflicts and more.  If you want to see how the world 
has developed over time and connect the dots to understand how we got 
where we are today, then History could be for you. 
 
Please be aware that History is a content rich subject, and students must 
be prepared to learn key historical information and make it part of their 
own personal common knowledge. 
 

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

With your analytical, writing, debate and detective skills, you’ll be 
primed for a huge range of careers in history and beyond. Areas you 
could go into include: law; politics; public sector; business; marketing; 
journalism; economics; teaching; academia; insurance; social research;  
archaeology and curation (museums, galleries, archives and libraries.) 
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Creative iMedia Cambridge National 
Exam Board OCR Course Code J817 

 

Outline of course Students undertake a programme of four units. Three of these are 
internally assessed and the other a written exam. 
R081: Pre-Production Skills 
This unit will enable learners to understand pre-production skills used in 
the creative and digital media sector. It will develop their understanding 
of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques 
that form part of the planning and creation process.  
R082: Creating Digital Graphics 
The aim of this unit is for learners to understand the basics of digital 
graphics editing for the creative and digital media sector. They will learn 
where and why digital graphics are used and what techniques are 
involved in their creation. This unit will develop learners’ understanding 
of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques as 
part of the planning and creation process. 
R085: Creating a Multipage Website 
This unit will enable learners to understand the basics of creating 
multipage websites. It will enable learners to demonstrate their 
creativity by combining components to create a functional, intuitive and 
aesthetically pleasing website. It will allow them to interpret a client 
brief and to use planning and preparation techniques when developing a 
multipage website. 
R087: Interactive Multimedia 
This unit enables learners to understand the basics of Interactive 
Multimedia products for the creative and digital media sector. Learners 
will be able to plan an interactive multimedia products to a client brief, 
use a range of multimedia software to create the products and be able 
to store, export and review the final product. 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

R081: Preproduction Skills is a written exam worth 40%. Students sit this 
exam in the summer of Y11. 
R082, R085 and R087 are all internally assessed worth a combined 60%. 
Students complete a ten-hour project for each unit focused on creating a 
digital graphic, a website and an animation. All this work can only be 
completed in lesson time. 

 

Choose this subject if.. You are interested in developing websites, interactive multimedia and 
editing graphics. You have a creative mind and enjoy the hands on, 
practical side of ICT. If you like using Photoshop, Dreamweaver and 
Animate this is the course for you.  

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

Web Designer 
Graphic Designer 
Games Designer 
Level 3 Technical in Digital Media 
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Music BTec 
Exam Board Pearson Edexcel Course Code FYA80 

 

Outline of course 3 Components. 2 internally assessed 1 externally assessed exam. 
 
Component 1: Exploring Music Products and Styles. Students will explore 
techniques used in the creation of different musical products, while 
developing knowledge of key features of different musical styles and 
genres. 
  
Component 2: Music skills development. Students have the opportunity 
to develop two musical disciplines through engagement of practical 
tasks, while documenting their progress and planning for further 
improvement. Identifying the skills, you already have and what you need 
to develop as an important part of working in the music industry. 
  
Component 3: Responding to a commercial music brief. Students will be 
given the opportunity to develop and present music in response to a 
given commercial brief. Students will work to their strengths and 
interests and apply skills that they have learned throughout their course 
in a practical way. 
 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

3 Components. 2 internally assessed (C1,C2 30% each) 
1 externally assessed exam (C3 40%) 
 
Students will be assessed both internally and externally based upon 
official guidelines from the exam board. 

 

Choose this subject if.. You play a musical instrument to a good standard and have access to an 
instrument at home or access to vocal training. It is expected that all 
students practice their chosen instrument in their own time in order 
reach a high standard of performance. You will also be required to 
participate in school shows, extra-curricular activities. You will also learn 
about the creation and composition of music. You wish to develop your 
musicianship and instrumental skills. You want to learn how to compose 
music digitally (DAW). You would like to learn about the music industry.  
You show how a passion for performance. 

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

BTEC Tech Award Level 3 
A Level 
Degree level Study 
Industry Promotion 
Music Production 
Session Musician 
Sound Engineer 
Master Engineer 
Artistic management 
Music Teaching 
Conductor of music 
Composer for TV and film 
Composer for Radio 
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Photography GCSE 
Exam Board AQA Course Code 8206 

 

Outline of course Year 9 will cover the basics, looking at the history of photography and 
putting it into context; compositional techniques, which are vital for any 
beginner. Students will study how to use smart phone cameras and basic 
editing apps. There will be an Introduction to DSLR cameras and their 
basic functions. They will also explore a range of photographic genres 
from portrait, landscape, sport, food and macro. Students will begin to 
develop their skills and knowledge with Adobe Photoshop and learn how 
to edit their photographs. They will also start to explore how a project is 
put together from start, middle to end. 
 
Year 10 students begin to put together their ‘Portfolio’ of work. Students 
undertake a project exploring the theme of ‘Close Up’ with sub units 
exploring depth of field, viewpoint, shutter speed & lighting. This allows 
students to understand how a project is structured in photography and 
how they go on a journey from beginning to end. They have the 
opportunity to develop and refine their practical photography skills 
acquired in Y9 and develop their digital editing skills with Photoshop. 
This is all underpinned by exploring photographers work through 
contextual studies. 
 
Y11 builds on year 10 and completes the students Portfolio. Students 
undertake a short project exploring a theme, which consolidates the 
students’ photographic skills. In January students begin their exam 
preparation work for 12 weeks on the run up to their 10-hour exam. 
Themes are set by the exam board and the students have a choice of 7 
different themes. They will sit their final exam just after Easter. 
 
In Component 1 and Component 2 students are required to work in one 
or more area(s) of photography, such as those listed below: 
portraiture 
location photography 
studio photography 
experimental imagery 
installation 
documentary photography 
photo-journalism 
moving image: film, video and animation 
fashion photography. 
They may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas. 
 
Within the context of photography, students must demonstrate the 
ability to use photographic techniques and processes, appropriate to 
students’ personal intentions, for example: 
• lighting 
• viewpoint 
• aperture 
• depth of field 
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• shutter speed and movement 
• digital processes 
 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

The course is split into 60% NEA and 40% exam. The NEA demonstrates 
the student’s ability to develop and refine their skills and work produced. 
For the exam, students start with preparation work before completing a 
ten hour exam. 

 

Choose this subject if.. You want to explore photography as an artistic medium and potential 
career path 

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

 Film/video editor 
 Graphic designer 
 Magazine features editor 
 Medical illustrator 
 Photographer (portrait, product, commercial, wildlife, fashion, 

sport, food, wedding) 
 Press photographer 

 Television camera operator 
 Art therapist 
 Digital marketer 
 Media planner 
 Multimedia specialist 
 Museum/gallery curator 
 Stylist 
 VFX artist 
 Visual merchandiser 
 Web content manager 
 Web designer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/film-video-editor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/graphic-designer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/magazine-features-editor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/medical-illustrator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/photographer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/press-photographer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/television-camera-operator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/art-therapist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/digital-marketer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/media-planner
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/multimedia-specialist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/museum-gallery-curator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/stylist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/vfx-artist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/visual-merchandiser
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/web-content-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/web-designer
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GCSE Physical Education 
Exam Board OCR Course Code J587 

 

Outline of course The course combines the physical performance and academic challenge 
to provide an exciting opportunity for students. 

You can perform practically, and then through the academic study learn 
how to improve your performance though application of the theory.  

You will learn the reasons why we do things, why some people out 
perform others, mentally and physically. You will also delve into the 
ethical considerations behind the use of drugs and also gain an 
understanding of the consequences of inactivity and poor diet. 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

 

 60%  Two hours assessment split over two examination papers 
(2x 1 hour) taken at the end of the two year course.  

 40% Non- Exam Assessment (NEA) =  

  3 x practical performances (1 team, 1 individual + 2nd team or 
individual sport) 

 One Performance Analysis task. (Coursework). 
 

• A wide range of Question types including: multiple choice, single mark, 
short answer and extended response questions.  

 

• The opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of the theory and 
performance skills in both your NEA and through the examinations.  

 

Choose this subject if.. - You already perform sport in and out of school and participate in 
3 different sports/activities.  

- You play for a club, district, county. 
- You have a keen desire to participate in sporting fixtures and 

extra-curricular activities. 
- You will participate in rock-climbing or other sports if your 

teachers believe they will help your practical grade.  
- You have a good knowledge of biology and anatomy, 
- You have an interest in sports psychology and socio-cultural 

issues.  
- You are confident in a range of sporting situations.  
- You are interested in data and interpreting data.  
- You have enjoyed and done well in the KS4 ready theory from 

KS3 lessons.  

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

 Want to become a Personal Trainer or Sports Coach? 

 Think that physiotherapy or PE teaching might be a career choice 
for you?  

GCSE (9–1) Physical Education is not just an excellent base for the OCR A 
Level in Physical Education.  Beyond A Level, the study of Physical 
Education can lead on to university degrees in sports science, sports 
management, healthcare, or exercise and health. Physical Education can 
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also complement further study in biology, human biology, physics, 
psychology, nutrition, sociology, teacher training and many more. The 
transferable skills you learn through your study of Physical Education, 
such as decision making and independent thinking are also useful in any 
career path you choose to take.  
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Cambridge National in Sport Science Level 1/2 
Exam Board OCR Course Code J812  
 

Outline of 
course 

The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Science offer learners the opportunity to study key 
areas of sport science including anatomy and physiology linked to fitness, health, 
injury and performance; the science of training and application of training principles, 
and psychology in sport and sports performance.  
  

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

This is a vocational award so is mainly assessed through controlled internal 
assessment.  
 
1 x External exam – 1 hour 
3 x Internal coursework units.  
 
R041: Reducing the risk of sports injuries – 1 Hour externally assessed written exam.  
R042: Applying principles of training – internal assessment 
RO45: Sports Nutrition – internal assessment 
RO43: The body’s responses to physical activity – internal assessment 
Or 
R044 Sport Psychology – internal assessment 

 

Choose this 
subject if.. 

- You are interested in sport but do not have the practical ability for GCSE PE or 
you struggle with exams. 

- You have an interest in how to improve sports performance.  
- You are interested in the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to plan training 

programmes to improve the fitness of individuals. 
- You have an interest in the physiology and anatomy of the sports performer.  

- You are a conscientious learner who enjoys independent research and study.  
- You have enjoyed the theory from KS3.  

 

Possible 
careers/ future 
pathways 

 Want to become a Personal Trainer? 

 A sports coach? 
 Work as a leisure attendant? 
 A professional athlete? 
 Events manager? 

 
Successful completion of the qualification, together with other relevant qualifications 
at Level 2 such as GCSE English, Maths and Science, could lead to learners progressing 
into Further Education and/or training. This could include:  

• A Level in Physical Education  
• A Level in Biology  
• Level 3 vocational qualifications in Sport.  

 
Learners may also progress onto level 2 qualifications, which may include more 
specialist vocational qualifications such as:  

• Level 2 Certificate in Coaching  
• Level 2 Certificate in Leisure Operations.  

 
Learners may also progress to Level 2/3 apprenticeships as a fitness instructor or 
leisure centre assistant. 
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Travel and Tourism - BTEC Tech Award 
Exam Board Pearson Course Code 603/3038/7 

 

Outline of course This qualification includes both UK and international tourism, and allows 
you to explore current issues affecting global travel and tourism 
organisations and destinations. It also includes topics such as destination 
management and relationships between organisations, as well as social 
and ethical responsibilities/sustainability. You will explore some of the 
key areas within the sector, including: the contribution of travel and 
tourism to the UK economy; tourism development; trends in travel and 
tourism; how organisations meet customer needs; the location and 
appeal of different types of travel and tourism destinations; and the 
impact of travel and tourism on the local community, environment and 
economy. You will also prepare a holiday plan to meet customer needs, 
understand the different factors that influence global travel and tourism, 
and learn how travel and tourism organisations and destinations 
respond to these factors. 
 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

Component 1. 

 Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations = internal 
assessment. 

 Component 2.  

 Influences on Global Travel and Tourism = external assessment. 
Component 3.   

 Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism = internal assessment. 
 

 

Choose this subject if.. You want to learn about the world and develop skills from the 
perspective of the travel and tourism industry.  As a result, you will study 
the real world and learn how businesses operate.  
 
You want to develop skills such as researching different travel and 

tourism organisations, the features of tourist destinations, and the 
products and services available to meet the needs of different 
customers. 

 
In Travel and Tourism, you will consider the environment and how to 

develop tourism while respecting the environment and local 
communities. 
 

 

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

This course directly related to a high percentage of jobs in the travel and 
tourism sector, which is the UK’s third-largest employer, accounting for 
9.5 per cent of total employment. Tourism is one of the fastest-growing 
sectors in the UK in employment terms, employing nearly 3 million 
people and contributes substantially to the UK economy. 
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Triple Science GCSE Triple 
Exam Board AQA Course Code Biology (8461) 

Chemistry (8462) 
Physics (8463) 

 

Outline of course AQA Triple science qualifications have been developed with teachers to 
inspire and challenge students of all abilities and aspirations.  

 Paper 1 Biology 
Topics 1–4: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and 
Bioenergetics. 

 Paper 2 Biology 
Topics 5–7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and 
evolution; and Ecology. 

 Paper 1 Chemistry 
Topics 1–5: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, 
structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry, 
Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 

 Paper 2 Chemistry 
Topics 6–10: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic 
chemistry; Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere; and 
using resources. 

 Paper 1 Physics 
Topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic 
structure. 

 Paper 2 Physics 
Topics 5-8: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism; and 
Space physics. (Questions in paper 2 may draw on an understanding 
of energy changes and transfer)  

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment 

Internal Assessments 

 Mid-point assessments-set half way through topics that are 12 or 
more lessons to assess current knowledge and identify 
misconceptions 

 End of topic tests- set after the topic has been completed.  

 Mock exams on paper 1 and paper 2- some will be completed in line 
with school mock exam calendar 

External Assessments 

 This qualification is linear meaning students will sit all their exams at 
the end of the course.  

 There are 6 written exams: 1 hour and 45 minutes (totalling 100 
marks) 

 Each paper makes up 50% of a science GCSE. Questions will be a 
combination of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and 
open response  

 

Choose this subject if.. If you’re already thinking about university and careers and are interested 
in science-based degrees and jobs then it is definitely worth considering 
taking separate science GCSEs. Most top universities prefer applicants 
for science subjects to have taken the triple award option at GCSE. 
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Whatever career you are considering, taking triple science GCSE will set 
you up well for later life. Employers are crying out for candidates with 
science-based skills. The types of skills you learn studying all three 
Sciences can be really helpful for all sorts of different careers. Whether 
it’s doing analytical stuff or developing a scientific way of thinking. 

 

Possible careers/ 
future pathways 

Examples range from: 

 A-levels in Biology, Chemistry or Physics 

 Analytical chemist. 

 Nursing 

 Physicist 

 Chemical engineer 

 Pharmacologist 

 Astronomer 

 Zoology 

 Animal technician. 

 Midwifery 

 Dentistry 

 Medicine 

 Clinical psychologist or research associate 

 Clothing/textile technologist. 

 Colour technologist. 

 Engineering 

 Agriculture 

 Mechanics 

 Electrician 

 Veterinary  

 Construction 

 Cosmetics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


