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Dear Parent/Carer  

  

End of Term Letter 2021 

 

At the end of another academic year I find myself wanting to repeat much of what I wrote 

exactly a year ago, for both good and ill. This Friday, the 23rd of July, will be the end of 

what has, yet again, been one of the most tumultuous and challenging years I have known in 

my 25 years of teaching. I remain both incredibly proud and extremely grateful for how 

everyone has pulled together during this time. From the many messages of support and 

thanks I know how much the work of my staff has been appreciated by you. Equally I want 

to, once again, express my gratitude to all of you for the way you have supported us and 

your children through this difficult period. 

 

Although, in many ways, I find myself repeating the messages of last July I am also happily 

aware of how we have moved on. At the end of this year we have been able to do many of 

the things I would want and expect to be part of the fabric of school life at Frederick Gent 

School. We have arrangements over the last week for our pupils to be involved in a variety 

of engaging, enjoyable and developmental activities. Two stand-out opportunities will be 

the charity ‘Race for Life’ event which will help raise vital funds to support the fight against 

cancer. There will also be a Sports Day, weather permitting, to allow the school to come 

together and celebrate the sporting talent we have at Frederick Gent. Next year I very much 

hope that the events being run will be added to further with a Summer Concert and Art 

Exhibition afternoon. 

 

As one academic year ends inevitably our attention turns to the new term that will start in 

September. Both myself, and all of the staff at Frederick Gent School, look forward to 

welcoming back all pupils from the start of the new academic year. 

 

Although I would like to give a definitive version of what this return will look like I am 

currently unable to do so. The Department for Education, at the time of writing, has still not 

confirmed precisely what testing will need to be completed prior to pupils returning. Until 

we know what testing regime needs to be established it is not possible to say for definite 

what the return to school in September will involve. 

 

As soon as we have confirmation from the Department for Education we will produce a plan 

and share this with you. It may be possible to do this prior to Friday 23rd July but I would 

ask that you continue to check emails, our website, Facebook and Twitter for updates. This 

will be crucial as it will quite possible be an evolving situation over the course of the six 

week break. 

 

Whatever the return does eventually involve the school is still committed to giving our new 

cohort of Year 7 one day to acclimatise to their new school without other year groups on-

site. We will then look to return all other year groups as quickly as is possible. 

 

If there are issues you would like to raise about the information in this letter please do so by 

either phoning the school, emailing office@fgs.derbyshire.sch.uk or by using the contact us 

link on our new website. 

 

I want to finish, as I started, by thanking you all for your support during this very difficult 

period. 

 

I also want to wish you a safe and enjoyable summer. 

 

All the best to you and your family. 

 

Yours sincerely. 

 

Chris Woollard 

Head Teacher 


