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9th February 2022 

 

Dear parent/carer, 
  

Year 8 & Year 9 School Closure 
 
Although it has not been widely publicised, schools both locally and nationally have been facing increasing 
staffing issues as a result of positive Covid cases. The widespread nature of this issue is a key problem as it 
means that the supply agencies, who we rely on to help cover staffing absence, are increasingly unable to 
supply the staff needed as they are all already deployed. 
  
Today we, as a school, have nearly 20% of teaching staff absent and unfortunately it is getting to a point 
where I do not feel the school can continue to operate effectively with all pupils onsite. 
  
Next week, with Nottinghamshire schools no longer drawing on the local supply agencies, I am hopeful that 
the picture will improve. However, as things currently stand, I have very reluctantly taken the decision that 
for Thursday and Friday this week we need to move Years 8 and 9 onto remote education. This remote 
education will take the form of tasks set on Show My Homework linked to the usual timetable your child 
would have followed. For these two days there will not be live input as staff absence is the issue. 
  
On Friday there will be a review of staff absence and an update on plans for our final week of this half term. 
It is my hope that this update will be a return of all year groups to school. 
  
As with previous periods of remote education we will be open for pupils in Years 8 and 9 who are vulnerable. 
If you feel that your child needs to be in school for this reason please contact the school on the usual 
number to make us aware. 
  
We are due to have our Year 8 Options Evening on Thursday night. This will still go ahead and I would 
encourage parents of Year 8 to attend. If you are doing so we would request testing and mask wearing as 
valuable precautions. 
  
Finally, this is not a position I ever wanted to return to and I am hopeful it will be very short lived. I thank you 
in advance for your support. 
  
Your sincerely  
 

 
 
C Woollard (Mr) 
Head Teacher  
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